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Want more information?  Contact the school at  701.237.0210, toll free at 1.866.274.9701 or visit www.oakgrovelutheran.com.

On the cover:  Cover artwork is a collage 
depicting student life at Oak Grove: 
Christian service, academic excellence and 
extra-curricular activities.

By Mr. Bruce A. Messelt, Oak Grove Lutheran School President

I have a friend who is a diehard Green Bay Packers’ fan.  Even through the down years and 
the recent departure of their aging star quarterback, he remains as faithful in the green and 
gold as any true cheese-head.  Sure, unlike fans of a certain other NFL team, Green Bay 
can celebrate the glory days of past championships.  But there is something more here 
than mere historic accolade – rather an almost blind faith that each year the team and its 
players will give it their all, will not let their fans down, and, one day soon enough, will bring 
ultimate victory and honor back to Lambeau Field.

Faithfulness — such a seemingly simple concept.  Authenticity, realism, closeness, truth-
fulness; all terms that help capture and describe what it means when we see someone, or 
something, as being full of faith, and truly worthy of our faith in them.  We understand what 
it means in terms of our own lives and relationships; though we are sometimes reminded 
most pointedly of how elusive complete faithfulness can be when confronted by our own 
shortcomings, or by those of others.  So important is faithfulness in our lives that we deem 
it not only commendable and praiseworthy but, indeed, highly valued and precious.

institutions and interpersonal relationships, all replete with human failings and sin, how much more should we celebrate and praise God’s 
perfect and loving faithfulness to us?

As fallen children of God – make that constantly falling children of God – no one is less worthy of such faithfulness than we are.  Sadly, 
scripture makes clear the eternal consequences for our rebellious and sinful nature.  Yet thankfully, by God’s unfailing grace and mercy, 
we are restored daily into full relationship with Him.  As Jeremiah proclaimed; “It is through the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 

Oak Grove, too, has experienced God’s awesome faithfulness throughout its 103-year history, and continues to do so today. The incredible 
-

ulty and staff, to our wonderful students and supportive parents, to our passionate alums and loyal community supporters.  This edition of 
Oak Grove Magazine is intended to convey to you our faithful stewardship of God’s resources and to thank you for your support in advanc-
ing God’s kingdom through each and every student who attends Oak Grove Lutheran School.

death of His son, Jesus, embodied on a cross.  

our lives, unfolding within each and every one of us in faithful relationship with Him, a relationship of reconciliation, healing, and abundant 
and everlasting love.

What an amazing pronouncement as we prepare to celebrate the Easter resurrection of Jesus — Great is thy faithfulness!  So powerful that 

Great is thy faithfulness!  
Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see:
All I have needed thy hand hath provided;

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!



Gifts from the Heart

Paul Holtan, Paul Lybeck, Shelly Ellig, Sheila Carney, and Henry Knoll 

Ellig Gives Back

The Tennefos Family Leaves A Legacy

Jeanne and Jens Tennefos at Oak Grove in 1980

Photo by Jeanette Boelter



2008 Annual Report

Grant and 

Foundation Support

Gift Income totals $2,314,039 in 2008…

Thank you for another wonderful year!

By Paul Holtan, VP for Advancement

friends of Oak Grove 

- Annual Report -



Gifts by SourceGifts by Fund

Annual Revenue Annual Expenditures

Endowment Proceeds

ELCA Church,
WELCA, or Synod

Foundation Portfolio by Fund

Endowment Fund



Annual Report

Oak Grove sincerely thanks the 
individuals who volunteer their time and 

talents to serve as a governing 
body to the school.

Dan Martinson

Enrollment 1990-2009

Student Church Affiliation

Enrollment Population 2008-2009



Matching gifts Community Partners

EFT

 $88,000

Charitable IRA Rollovers 

North Dakota Tax Credits

 

FOR BUSINESSES 

For More info – 



News & Special Events

The 42nd Street Jazz Band

&Spring Gala
Auction

April 18, 2009
The Great Hall of the Holiday Inn

Drew Wrigley, Master of Ceremonies

Patrick Mineer, Auctioneer

Music by the 42nd Street Jazz Band

5:30 p.m.  Social & Auction Preview

6:00 p.m.  Dinner & Program

7:30 p.m.  Live Auction

9:00 p.m.  Gala After-Party

support the students and programs of 

and avid Oak Grove supporters, for a 
great night of entertainment!  Kick off 

Come 
and enjoy, you won’t want to miss 
this special event!

year at Oak Grove and my 
husband and I have been so 
impressed with everything 

Committee, I thought what a 

This is our son’s fourth year at Oak Grove 

front row tickets to entertainment events 

Save the Date – there’s a special place at the 
2009 Spring Gala & Auction for you!

By Linda Olson, director of advancement

Spring Gala & Auction Co-Chairs Jill Drage and Lynsey Kjos



Oak Grove 

By Number
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The Annual Fund 

By Linda Olson, director of advancement

We remain ever grateful for gifts to the Annual 
Fund!  

$708,273

HOW CAN I GIVE to the ANNUAL FUND?

Giving Hearts Day



School Life

Student Leadership Shines in ’08-09

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for 

greatness.  

The Forum of 

For more information on the Search Institute, visit www.search-institute.org.

Elementary students delivering food to the Fargodome for Fill the 
Dome.  Bottom: Students manning the counter in HeBrews Coffee.

photos by Jeanette Boelter & Oak Grove staff



Student Profile Administrator Profile

Ali Froslie David Ness

Seventh Grade Middle School Principal & Director of Campus Ministries

What activity do you enjoy most and why?  I  

What do you want to be when you grow up and 

What have you enjoyed most about attending Oak 

Ali is the daughter of David and Dawn Froslie 
of Dilworth, Minn.

 

 

What’s your favorite part about being a principal/director of campus 
ministries?

What have you enjoyed most about working at Oak Grove?

What do you think Oak Grove excels at in its campus ministry program?  

Why is the integration of faith in education crucial?  



School Life

Concert Choir Off on Tour
The choir is setting off on its annual tour! 

. 

Oak Grove presents Les Misérables

photos by Jeanette Boelter

Oak Grove students performing in 
the Scheels Center for the Performing Arts.  

At left: the male ensemble; at right: Fantine and 
the female ensemble.

Les Misérables 

Thank you to all those who helped with the successful production and to those 
who attended the show!

2009 Oak Grove Concert Choir, directed by Aaron Zinter

Ray Lutheran Church

Faith Lutheran Church

(will perform at Sunday services in the area)

St. Luke Lutheran Church

University Lutheran Church

Lord of Life Lutheran Church

Christ Lutheran Church

First International Bank and Trust

Christ Lutheran Church

(will perform at 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sunday services)

Scheels Center for the Performing Arts

Choir Tour 2009

Stop-n-Go Gift Cards



Student Exchange Experience

Oak Grove Carolers

What a testament to a successful exchange! 

By David Ness, middle school principal/director of campus ministries

Oak Grove students and students from Instituto 
Evangelico Americano in Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Les Misérables

Spiritual Emphasis Week
By David Ness, middle school principal/director of campus ministries

High Climbers



Alumni Focus

March 20-29 – Concert Choir Tour
April 3 & 4 – Grover Invitational  
April 18 – Spring Gala & Auction
May 15 – Choral Festival
May 31 – Baccalaureate & Graduation
July 21 – Grover Grill Out
September 25-27 – Homecoming

Upcoming Events Remember When?

Alumni News

1993    Peter Olson

1994    Dan Phillips

1999    Stephanie (Bradley) Graham

2002    Miquette Denie

In Memoriam

1950    Marjorie (Johnson)

1953    Gene Schulze

1955    Kenneth Heggem

1974    Stephanie Schulz

CLASS REUNION — The class of 1958 gathered at Homecoming in 

days passed and making new memories.  Photo submitted.

Do you have alumni news to share with your classmates?  Contact the school at 701.237.0210 or visit www.oakgrovelutheran.com and 

please contact the school at 701.237.0210 or oakgrove@oakgrovelutheran.com.



Calling All Alumni!

Students will be conducting Oak Grove’s 

Alumni Phonathon

April 20 – 24

the Annual Fund, providing vital dollars 
for the students and programs of 

Current students look forward to 

Annual Fund goal by receiving their call!

From left to right:  Dan Eastvold ’74, Vicki (Soberg) Eastvold ’74, 
Ingrid Haika Sangiwa ’88, Eunice (Nordby) Simonson ’48

It’s a Small World

What are the chances of running into fellow Oak Grove graduates 
in a small local church in Arusha, Tanzania?  That is what 

and volunteer work, and Vicki was working at the UN International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.  They met these fellow Grovers and 

and is doing very well.  She sends her greetings to the class of 

her wonderful memories of Oak Grove.  Eunice and her husband, 

 
photo submitted

Connect with Oak Grove

Want to stay up-to-date on all Oak Grove news and events?  

Want more information? 

Homecoming Dates Set
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Dedication & Grand Opening

Oak Grove held the grand opening and 
dedication for the Ellig Center for Health 

2 at the boys’ and girls’ basketball game 
against Hillcrest Lutheran Academy.  

with student leaders, basketball 
captains, and Oak Grove administrators, 

new and renovated facility.  Pastor 

dedication for the event, lifting up the 
facility to be used to the glory of God.

6,700 square feet was added to the 

expanded school store, new restrooms, 
an expanded concessions stand, and 
additional lobby space.  

photos by AnnMarie Campbell


