Early Learning Center Program Overview
Oak Grove Kjos Early Learning Center Mission Statement
Kjos Early Learning Center is a ministry of Oak Grove Lutheran School.  Our goal is to provide a loving, safe, and stimulating educational setting in a Christian environment.  
The mission of Oak Grove Lutheran School is to express God’s love by nurturing students for academic achievement, lifelong Christian commitment and loving service throughout the world.  

Oak Grove Kjos Early Learning Center is designed to provide developmental and educational activities specific to your child’s individual needs.  Our program facilitates each child’s learning in all developmental areas, including cognitive, social and emotional, physical, language and literacy, and spiritual.  We are committed to your Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten student!  As a team, our teachers focus on highly effective instruction and the social-emotional development of your child. 

Academic Excellence on a Christian Foundation
Preschool—3 year olds (must be 3 years old before August 1 and fully potty trained)
Kjos Early Learning Center offers morning preschool classes where children are given the opportunity to work in small groups with their teacher.  Small group learning focuses on supporting all learners in developing emerging skills in language, literacy, and mathematics. Center time activities provide children with many opportunities to practice skills through choice activities that foster peer interactions and social-emotional learning.  Children develop basic skills for problem solving and decision making while participating in structured learning centers as well as free play activities.

· Language expression and listening skills are experienced through circle time, literature and music
· Science, art, and dramatic play centers allow children to explore, create, and discover
· Fine motor skills and large motor skills are developed through music and movement, art, and manipulatives
· Numeric skills of counting, sorting and classifying are introduced and practiced during circle time, table toys and block building 
Pre-Kindergarten—4 & 5 year olds (must be 4 years old before August 1 and fully potty trained)                                                                                                                                             Our Pre-Kindergarten curriculum includes intentionally planned activities designed for whole group, small group and center-based learning, providing many opportunities for children to interact with adults and peers.  Pre-Kindergarten classes offer increased teacher directed lessons emphasizing academic skills and preparation for Kindergarten, including learning numbers and numeric concepts, early math skills, and alphabet and phonemic awareness.  Field trips and classroom guests are offered throughout the year to enrich and reinforce classroom instruction by providing hands-on, interactive learning and environmental awareness.  
In Pre-Kindergarten, curriculum that is focused on a central theme will provide children with opportunities to incorporate literacy, math, science, social studies, and social/emotional skills throughout their day. This will provide a multi-sensory, interactive approach to learning that is appropriate for each students’ developmental stage.  Students will work individually, with partners and in small groups to master concepts in engaging and hands-on workstations and centers.
Our Pre-Kindergarten program also uses the Kick Start Kindergarten program by the Learning Without Tears Curriculum to help build a strong foundation for school readiness.  This curriculum will help your child develop early writing, literacy, and math skills.  It also focuses on the use of writing tools, body awareness, language development, and socialization skills.                                                                                               

In Literacy, Pre-Kindergarten students will establish independent routines that support a literate life throughout the school year and at home.  These routines include listening to texts read aloud, sharing their ideas, and looking through books independently.  Pre-Kindergarten students will learn that print has meaning and pictures can tell a story. They will also learn that stories have a beginning, middle and end.  Pre-Kindergarten students are also building an awareness of what they can learn from texts about themselves, new topics and the world around them. 

In Science, Pre-Kindergarten students will begin to explore, observe and formulate questions about what they see around them.  Opportunities to see, touch and play with a variety of materials will help them begin to develop the ability to sort materials and recognize the differences between them. 
In Social Studies, Pre-Kindergarten students will begin to build history and social science based on family, school and community.  They will listen to stories about people and places and begin to develop their own identity around their community. 
In Mathematics, Pre-Kindergarten students will begin their journey of learning that mathematical ideas can be explored in ways that stimulate curiosity, create enjoyment of mathematics, and develop depth of understanding. Students need to understand mathematics deeply and use it effectively. Pre-Kindergarten mathematics is about (1) developing an understanding of whole numbers using concrete materials, including concepts of correspondence, counting, cardinality, and comparison; and (2) describing shapes in their environment.  Students enter Pre-Kindergarten and find a well-planned, sequential math program embedded with hands-on, playful, interactive, largely concrete experiences. 
In Spiritual Development, our goal is to guide children as they experience and learn about faith by providing opportunities for prayer, praise and celebration.  We encourage students to know and experience that we are God’s children, to begin to understand that the Bible is God’s word, to express appreciation of the world God created, and to identify things and persons for which to thank and praise God.



What will my child learn and do at Kjos Early Learning Center?

*Creative Art 		*Health			*Block Center
*Music 			*Language 			*Listening Center
*Dramatic Play 		*Weekly Chapel		*Puzzles
*Math 				*Literacy			*Logic and Reasoning
*Science 			*Manipulatives		*Bible Stories
*Prayer			*Field Trips (Pre-K)		*Social Emotional Development
*Gross Motor Skills		*Fine Motor Skills 		*Kindergarten Readiness (Pre-K)

Our curriculum is aligned with the North Dakota Early Learning Standards developed by the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction.

Program highlights include:
· Qualified and licensed teachers who encourage children to reach developmental and academic milestones
· Highly effective teacher:student ratios-Preschool 1:7 ratio and PreK 1:10 ratio
· Creative, hands-on, and project-based learning
· Support for core pre-academic areas including literacy, mathematical reasoning, and scientific investigation
· Multiple and diverse learning activities that ensure children thrive in all areas of development
· Focus on the understanding of teamwork and positive self-image
· Weekly faith-based Chapel and Christian Studies curriculum
· Use of school-wide facilities, including the library and gym (Pre-K only)
· Christmas and Spring programs
· Safety, security, and cleanliness practices that meet or exceed state guidelines
Oak Grove Kjos Early Learning Center programs ensure a fluid transition into our full-day Kindergarten program and beyond by building a foundation of basic knowledge needed to successfully approach the next progression in education.
